Th December 2007 


allarat AY 


. 
Naturalist Gy 


Trailing Goodenia 
Goodenia lanata 
(Club Logo) 


STELLA BEDGGOOD MEMORIAL LECTURE 2007 — 2 NOVEMBER 2007 


About fifty members and guests attended the Stella Bedggood 
Memorial Lecture. The club was pleased to welcome those who 
had travelled to be with us including Ron and Yvonne Bishop and 
Bruce Osborne from Maryborough and Ern and Lesley Perkins 
from Castlemaine. Ron and Yvonne continue their unbroken 
record of attendance since the first lecture in 1979. Edwin and 
Pauline Bedggood, their daughter Sally, Kevin Andrews and Don 
and Margaret Smerdon representing descendants of Stella were 
also welcomed. Official guests present included Councillor 
Hermann Ruyg and Catherine King — MHR. 


As usual, the room looked resplendent with native flowers grown 
by members. 


The address was delivered by Ian Morgan, naturalist and 
photographer, president of the Horsham branch of Bird 
Observation and Conservation Australia (BOCA), contributor to 
the “Earthwatch” column of the Wimmera Mail-Times and a 
farmer from Rupanyup. 


Ian provided an engaging account of birds found in the Wimmera 
accompanied by brilliantly taken close up photographs of them in 
their natural habitat, mostly at nests and many feeding their young. 


The Wimmera was described as a diverse area which included open 
farm lands like those near Ian’s home. There are also bulloke 


remnants which are a very important habitat with a marvellous 
sound as the wind whistles through them and iron-bark forests near 
St. Arnaud and Stawell. Of the 778 birds listed in The Field Guide 
to the Birds of Australia by Pizzey & Knight, Ian said 230 were on 
the Horsham bird observers list for the Wimmera although there 
would be a few more if the Little Desert and Grampians were 
included. About 90 were shown during the evening. 


One surprise was the number of birds that could be found on open 
plains and farmland although Ian said many hours needed to be 
spent on headers to be rewarded by some sightings. Examples 
included a 400 acre fallow paddock where four years ago there were 
30 to 40 Australian pratincoles with 13 nests. These birds usually 
nest way up north near Darwin and although not seen in the 
intervening period there are about 30 birds back this year. 


Jan made many interesting observations on the habits he had 
observed. A spotted harrier’s nest fell to the ground when a bulloke 
branch broke leaving four young on the ground. With the broken 
branch wedged back in the tree and the young replaced the rearing 
continued. A magpie removed the heads of mice before feeding to 
its young. In the 1993 mouse plague a letter-winged kite which 
usually feeds at night was feeding during the day, presumably 
because of the readily available daylight source. He marvelled at 
how brown skylarks could find their nests in the middle of a barley 
crop and how little button quail incubated by the male left the nest 
only 24 hours after hatching and fended for themselves. He related 
how Ian McCann had taken someone to photograph a nest of yellow 
tufted honeyeaters. While observing, a snake had come and taken 
the young and so fascinated was the observer that he missed a once 
in a lifetime photo opportunity. 


In taking his photographs Ian generally used a 100mm lens. With 
typical farming ingenuity Ian used a wool bale as a hide, sometimes 
with the bale precariously on the top of an old windmill tower. In 
his opinion the birds did not seem disturbed by photography with 
the shutter sound being far more obtrusive than a flash which 


seemed to be totally ignored by birds. To make birds accept the 
hide it was initially placed well back and the distance to the site 
halved each day until the desired location was reached. Often a car 
made a good hide with birds ignoring its approach and enabling 
convenient observation. 


The lecture was followed by supper. We were indeed privileged to 
be taken in one evening on a journey through a lifetime of 
observation. One member commented that the photographs were 
the best collection seen. Thank you to Ian Morgan for delivering 
the address, his wife Janice for accompanying him and also to club 
members for their work in preparing the venue and providing an 
enjoyable supper. The evening was again a fitting recognition of 
Stella Bedggood and other members who have contributed to the 
club and natural history in the past. 


Peter Dalman 


NOVEMBER 2007 EXCURSION 


This excursion was to be led by Greg and Genny Binns to the 
Cameron property at Bamganie. The ten 
members gathered at the meeting location 
decided to cancel due to the weather. We 
had been fortunate to have had about 40 
mm of rain the previous evening and over- 
night and it was still raining and looked set 
0 0 in. This is the second year this excursion 
() Q has been scheduled and cancelled due to 
rain and prompted comments that perhaps 

Q) () it should be listed more often. 


Some of us took the opportunity to check 
on the lake birds from the shelter of cars or buildings, noting that 
the day stayed wet and became windy. 


Peter Dalman 


Book REVIEW BY CAROL HALL. 


Brolga Country 

Author: Mitch Reardon 

Publisher: Allen & Unwin 2007 

Limp cover $40 ISBN 978 1 74114 991 3 


In 2003 I attended a photography workshop at O'Reilly's in Lam- 
ington National Park, SE Queensland. It was staffed by four profes- 
sionals, one of whom was Mitch Reardon, a freelance environ- 
mental writer and photographer whose brief on this occasion was to 
give advice on how to get published. His name was familiar to me 
from articles he had written for Australian Geographic magazine. 


During conversations it transpired that he was interested in re- 
searching brolgas, the only member of the world's 15 crane species 
endemic to the Australian region, for a book. Shortly afterwards, 
back in Ballarat, a FNCB excursion happened upon a brolga's nest 
near Beaufort; just after this, the local BOCA branch was to have a 
talk on brolgas by Rebecca Sheldon, then doing her Honours thesis. 
Her friend Claire Harding was also working on them. Prior to all of 
this I had attended a VFNCA (now SEANA) meeting at Howlong 
on the NSW side of the Murray River where Matthew Herring of 
Albury talked about his brolga work in the Riverina. 


I was able to put Mitch in touch with all three of these researchers 
who provided him with their latest information. Together with trav- 
els in Queensland and central Australia, Mitch compiled a compre- 
hensive survey of brolgas from very different habitats, devoting a 
chapter in his book to each one. 


So we are taken to the Cromarty Wetlands near Townsville, thence 
north to Cairns, the Daintree and Lakefield National Park, south to 
the Mareeba Wetlands in the Atherton Tablelands, across to the 
Gulf, then south to Birdsville and Marree. In SE Australia he exam- 
ines the state of brolgas in Victoria's Western District, the Riverina 
. and at Bool Lagoon in South Australia. As a geographer I was 
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pleased to find a map in the front of the book illustrating his route. 
More local maps in each chapter help locate particular regions. 


Interspersed with detailed information on habitat, breeding and 
flocking, trends over time, threats and current status, are Aboriginal 
stories of the brolgas' creation and interaction with other creatures. 
Mitch's experiences on his travels and the people he meets add to the 
readability of his book. 


Virtually all the photos are his, although he expressed disappoint- 
ment to me at the quality of reproduction of some of them — printing 
the book in China to keep costs down resulted in less-than-optimum 
scanning. The photos are by no means restricted to brolgas — other 
wildlife typical of each locality is featured, and the captions include 
more factual information. 


The book brings together personal experience and academic research 
in such a way that the reader discovers new knowledge in a friendly 
format which encourages you to keep reading. 


Brolga Country 


Acacia genistifolia—Spreading 


Wattle 


Description: A small prickly shrub up up 
to 2—3 m tall. Rigid, needle like phyl- 
lodes, dark green and varying in length 


‘from 2-5cm. Bears large ball-shaped 


cream coloured flowers in winter and 
early spring. 


Distribution—NSW, ACT, Vic and Tas. 


Cultivation: Generally adaptable in culti- 
vation, responds to sunny, reasonably 
well drained positions in most soils. Very 


hardy species. 


cocto. i 
genisrifeli a 


Acacia gunnii—Ploughshare Wattle 


This lectotype was collected in Tasmania 
in the 1830’s by R.C. Gunn, an early Tas- 
manian botanist, and the species is named 
after him. 


Description: Decumbent to erect shrub to 
Im high. Dark green phyllodes are trian- 
gular and sharp-pointed. Cream coloured 
flowers appear in spring. 


Distribution: SA, VIC, ACT, NSW, Tas 


Cultivation: Needs a well-drained position 
in sun or part shade. May spread to 60cm 
in cultivation. 


Thanks to Helen Burgess for the illustrations 


Acacia gunnii 


WERRIBEE TREATMENT PLANT EXCURSION 
FEBRUARY 3RD, 2008 


Members intending to participate need to give their 
names, phone numbers and details of their vehicle— 
make, colour and number—to either Greg Binns 

or Carol Hall by January 25th. A 
sheet will be available at the December meeting for 
you to sign. Nearer the deadline members will be 
contacted by phone to confirm arrangements. Car 
pooling is especially helpful for this trip. 


CALENDAR 
2008 
January 
Tues 22 Committee meeting 7.30pm - Carol Hall’s home. 
February 
Fri 1 Les Hanrahan Fungi 
Sun 3 Werribee Treatment Plant ( See page 7 for details) 
March 
7—10 SEANA Camp hosted by Naracoorte/Lucindale FNC 
Fri 14 AGM and Members’ Images—Goldfields Naturally 


Sun 16 Yarrowee and Gong Gong—Club members. Afternoon/ 


evening 
Committee 
Presidentstprssscccereccsseiststs Mr Peter Dalman 
Vice-President... Mr Greg Binns 
SECIELAl Vanes sete nestrrits Mr John Gregurke 
CT TEASULETeR eset, etry fe cotee een Mr Les Hanrahan 


Miss Helen Burgess Mrs Claire Dalman ............000 


Mrs Carol Hall _ ....... ate Mrs Val Hocking .............ee 
Mr John Morrish ............:0::06 ; Ms Nina Netherway (editor)...... 
Correspondence: PO Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350 

Email: Secretary: 


Editor: Nina Netherway, 


Website: www.ballarat.yourguide.com.au Click on Local Info. Search Environment 


Meetings are held at Ballarat Horticultural Centre, cnr. Gregory & Gillies Sts (VicRoads 
254 F8) on the first Friday of the month at 7.30pm. 


Excursions: Depart from Ballarat Market Place (formerly Creswick Plaza) Creswick Rd., 
Ballarat (VicRoads 255 M10) at 9.30am unless otherwise specified. 
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